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On the Reciprocity of the King and the Gods in Ancient Egypt
Jin Shoufu

(Department of History Fudan University Shanghai 200433  China)

Abstract: This article analyzes the interrelationship between the king and the gods in ancient Egypt from the
Early Dynastic Period to the New Kingdom. The author studies the role of the gods as protector of the king in
the Old Kingdom the role of the king as the agent of the gods in the Middle Kingdom and the increasing
influence of the gods”will on the action of the king in the New Kingdom. This article is intended to make out
the relevant historical background and on that basis expose the slow but steady changes in the correlation
between the king and the gods.
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